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Electoral Process

The Electoral College

The voting isn’t over
on Election Day.
Here's how the U.5.
actually chooses

its president.

What is the Electoral College?

It may sound like a schoal, but it's
not. It's a group of 538 people from
all 20 states and Washington, D.C.,
called electors. According to the
Constitution, they are afficially
responsible for electing the
prosident and viee president,

How did this system

come about?

As the Framers drafted the
Constitution in 1787, they clashed
over how the presidant should

be chosan. Some thought that
citizens should vote directly for

the president. Qthers argued that
average cibizens weren't educated
angugh to decide. They thought that
Congress should pick the president.
In the end, the two sides came

up with & compramise, creating

a system that came to be known

as the Electaral College.

What is Election Day really

all about?

Mast voaters will cast their ballots in
the popular vote on Movember 3.
They will see presidential
candidates' namas on the ballot, but
technically they'll be voting for a
slate of electors who have pledged
to support a particular candidate.
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state get?
Each state has a number of clectors {Although Washington, D.C., has no
aqual to its total number of senatars  senators or voting representativas,
and representatives, For example,
Califernia has 53 representatives and
2 sonators, so it has 55 electors. The  How does a candidate win?
mumbar of senators for each stale s In most states, the candidate who wins
two, regardless of size, but because the popular vote gets all of that state’s
the number of representatives is
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Electoral Map

‘This map shows how many
electoral votes are
allotted to cach state and
‘Washington, D.C.—and
each state voted in the
016 presidential election.
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How many electors does each  based on population, states with have different systems) Thatmeans  When do the electors pick

more people have more alectors, states that have a kot of electors—Ike the president?

Califomnia, Texas, and Mew York=can The electors moot in Eheir

play & big rale in the sutcome of an respective state capitals ta cast
election, States in which it’s hard to their votes in December, about one
predict who will win=known as swing  month after Election Day. Electors
states or batleground states=—are also  almost always vobe for the

iy, A candidabe must ywin at least 220 cancidate they have plédged ta
electoral wvotes (a majority of the total  suppaort, But the system is not

538) to bacome prasident. porfect. To find out why, see p. 18

it still has three electors.)
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aigctoral votes, (Maine and Nebraska

This map
shows how
many electoral
votes are awarded
to each state.

Lse it to answer the questions,
Write your ansywWers on a
separate sheat of paper.

1. What is the combined
number of LS. senators and
representatives in Ohio?
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List the states that have
exactly six electoral vatas.

Wihat is the smallest number
of states a candidate can
wir to get the 270 vates he
or she needs? Which states
are in that group?

4, Which states have the
fewast electoral wotes
possible? What 15 that
number of electoral votes?
Explain why 1t's not possitile
for a state to have fewar
than that aumber.

8. It's election might. So far,
Candidate A has won in states
with electoral votes adding
up to 244, Candidate B has
wian in states with electoral
wvales adding up to 212, New
‘fork, Narth Caraling, Flonda,
and Colorado have not yet
announced their results, If
Candidate A wins Florida, will
he or she definitely win the
glection? Explain wour answer,

=

17



	ESB_7-10_Cover
	ESB_7-10_Spread

